The loss sustained at the end of last year by the medical and nursing professions in Australia generally, and in New South Wales particularly, is irreparable.
But we learn with satisfaction of the efforts that are being made to perpetuate the memory of a large-hearted and sagacious man. His own last active work was to design and personally superintend the building of a new operating theatre at the Prince Alfred Hospital, and this is to be known to posterity as "The Alfred Roberts
Theatre." A fund is being raised for the erection of a suitable monument in memory of Sir Alfred. A portion will be devoted to the purpose of presenting a. yearly medal for the most successful student at the Sydney Medical School, to be called the " Alfred Roberts Medal"; and a yearly badge will also be presented to the most successful nurse in connexion with the " Prince Alfred Training School for Nurses," to be called the " Alfred Roberts Badge." By this movement it is hoped that his memory will continue to prove a yearly stimulus to those young aspirants for medical and nursing honours who, always during his life, were the special objects of his sympathy and help. THE In these days, when there is so much cordiality in the relations existing between John Bull and Uncle Sam, and most things American commend themselves to English tolerance, Sir George Trevelyan's history of the conflict between Great Britain and her North American colonies will probably be read by many, including, as well as the student of history, the general reader, who will find pleasure in the author's fresh, graphic style and picturesque elaboration of details, in addition to the interest of the subject matter. Perhaps English readers will not relish the contrast which is drawn between the state of American society just before the war of independence and that of the corresponding classes in the mother country, for the result of the comparison does not redound to our credit. In the description given by Sir George Trevelyan all the features of American life and character are idealised?the blemishes are omitted, and one is left to forget that slavery was recognised by law in most of the muchvaunted commonwealths, and that a great part of the population suffered degradation and too often cruelty as slaves to the other part. The loyalty of the colonists to the mother country we also think is exaggerated, and the utmost is made of the blunders of the home Government. They were dire and incredible enough, as we know, but some allowance should l^e made for the prejudices of the age. In spite of its evident bias in favour of our American cousins, however, and its occasional over-discursiveness, the book is intensely interesting and readable, and few will lay down the first instalment of this history of the famous struggle without eagerly anticipating another volume. The Care of the Dying. A Lecture to Nurses. By Oswald Browne, M.A., M. D., F.R.C.P. (George Allen, Ruskin House. Price 6d.) This little pamphlet is one which with advantage might be placed in the hands of those who minister to the sick. We are accustomed to observe changes for the better or worse in all cases of illness, but less thought is given to what is usually known as the phenomenon of dying. There are so many little things that conduce to the patient's comfort and peace of mind if only the nurse would take the trouble to understand them. The hints given by Dr. Browne, for instance, with regard to the administration of nourishment are admirable. The question as to when the effort to feed should be abandoned has often puzzled many a thoughtful nurse. Thus he says : " We may take it as a rule in our administration both of food and stimulants that they should be continued only so long as the lips close upon them and an act of swallowing follows promptly. When liquids merely trickle down the throat, and after a time only excite a faint effort of swallowing, they should no longer be persisted in" (p. 37). It is comforting also to know that the actual process of dying is by no means a painful one, however distressing it may be to the friends. The functions of the nerve centres in which the consciousness of pain resides are the first to suffer, owing to the impoverishment or impurity of the blood supply, the actual agony or struggle being merely mechanical. Dr. Browne rightly dwells on the importance of quietness and repose, and the attention that should be paid to the spiritual needs of the patient. Well indeed would it be if every nurse would strive to understand the practical hints thrown out by this little work, and endeavour to carry them out when opportunity arises. 
